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Aim

To describe our novel “SWATH” approach to conducting a 

living, rapid review on the SARS-CoV-2 antibody response. 
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Methods

• Conducted a living, rapid review on SARS-CoV-2 antibody response

• Demonstrate step-by-step approach to keep review living

6



Results (cont.)
June 2020
Version 1

What is the prevalence, level, and duration of SARS-CoV-2 

antibodies among adults infected with or recovered from 

SARS-CoV-2 infection?

KQ1:

Do antibodies acquired from SARS-CoV-2 infection confer 

immunity against reinfection?

KQ2:

If antibodies to SARS-CoV-2 confer immunity against 

reinfection, how long does immunity last?

KQ3:
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Results (cont.)

What is the prevalence, level, and 

duration of SARS-CoV-2 antibodies 

among adults infected with or recovered 

from SARS-CoV-2 infection?

KQ1:

Do antibodies acquired from SARS-

CoV-2 infection confer immunity 

against reinfection?

KQ2:

Guess what the 
literature will be 

like in the future? 
Based on 

what? Seems 
arbitrary!

Let’s think 
about this 
before we 
commit.

Time to write the 

protocol…

If antibodies to SARS-CoV-2 confer 

immunity against reinfection, how long 

does immunity last?

KQ3:

June 2020
Version 1
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Results (cont.)

What is the prevalence, level, and 

duration of SARS-CoV-2 antibodies 

among adults infected with or recovered 

from SARS-CoV-2 infection?
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against reinfection?
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immunity against reinfection, how long 

does immunity last?

KQ3:
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Results (cont.)

What is the prevalence, level, and 

duration of SARS-CoV-2 antibodies 

among adults infected with or recovered 

from SARS-CoV-2 infection?

KQ1:

Do antibodies acquired from SARS-

CoV-2 infection confer immunity 

against reinfection?

KQ2:

If antibodies to SARS-CoV-2 confer 

immunity against reinfection, how long 

does immunity last?

KQ3:

June 2020
Version 1

June 2021
Version 2 
(Update 1)
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Results (cont.)

What is the prevalence, level, and 

duration…?

Vaccines! Variants!

Not addressedKQ1: KQ1:

What is the risk of reinfection from 

SARS-CoV-2 among adults in the 

general population compared with 

the risk of infection in people who 

have never been infected or 

vaccinated?

Do antibodies acquired from SARS-

CoV-2 infection confer immunity 

against reinfection?

KQ2: KQ2:

If antibodies to SARS-CoV-2 confer 

immunity against reinfection, how long 

does immunity last?

KQ3:

June 2020
Version 1
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What concerns were raised about our methods?
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What concerns were raised about our methods?
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“This living, rapid review demonstrated novel methods to maintain flexibility 

and relevance in a rapidly changing environment. As interest and 

experience in living reviews increase, the systematic review field will 

continue to learn and experiment with different approaches to handle 
changing questions and methods.”



What does “SWATH” stand 

for?

15



‘SWATH’

• Systematic Without All The Hassle

• Strategic While Also Timely & Helpful

• Systematic With All The Headaches

 Send other suggestions to Mark.Helfand@va.gov
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Limitations

• This is a story based on our observations over the course of 

3 years.

• There was no formal evaluation of our approach.
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Conclusions

• Protocol rigidity in systematic reviews is ensconced in our 
methods for good reason  to reduce bias

• Need research: which protocol changes are more likely to 

introduce bias? Reduce bias?

• How do we best meet end-user needs in the setting of new 

disease / evolving context?
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