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Learning by doing

Introducing Cochrane Crowd and 
Classmate



Background and aims

Producing evidence synthesis is hard. 
The methods and processes are time and labour-
intensive. 

Meaningful opportunities for people to get 
involved remain limited.

Cochrane Crowd and Cochrane Classmate offer 
a model of contribution that supports 
newcomers to learn whilst helping to make 
primary evidence more discoverable.



Methods
Cochrane Crowd uses a form of crowdsourcing called microtasking. 

Large corpus 
of data

“The distribution of small parts of the problem”

crowd.Cochrane.org

Large 
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Methods
Agreement algorithms help to ensure collective accuracy
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Methods
As well as microtasks, Cochrane Crowd also offers microlearning

Large corpus 
of data

“Like Duolingo for health evidence synthesis” (kind of!)

Microlearning sets on Key Concepts in Health Research, Introducing Health 
Equity, Understanding Study Designs, Key Steps in a Systematic Review



Methods
Frequently asked the question: Can I use Cochrane Crowd for my students?

Large corpus 
of data

Classmate enables teachers, trainers to use the Cochrane Crowd microtasks and 
microlearning in their teaching environments



Methods
Classmate includes various features such as being able to monitor performance, put students 
into teams, create leaderboards, choose healthcare areas of interest.

Large corpus 
of data

We demonstrated the teams 

and leaderboard functionality

at a staff get-together where 

the IT team were pitted 

against the copy editors



Results

42,800 people have joined

Contributors are based in over 
200 countries

Created and run over 250 microtasks

Almost 13 million classifications
Almost 50% of those who have signed up 
since March 2020 are aged 
between 17-24 years old. 

The top five countries are: United 
Kingdom, Australia, India, Mexico, 
Canada  

Some tasks are long-term tasks, some are 
tasks related to specific reviews, and some 
are non-Cochrane tasks

Multiple evaluations have 
demonstrated high collective 
accuracy ranging from 97-100% 
on mainstream tasks



Next steps

Develop a range of new microtasks 

that introduce people to other parts of 

the evidence synthesis process, as well 

as help to generate reusable meta-data 

about studies and trials.

Here is an example Risk of Bias 2 crowd 

task.



Next steps

Better enable newcomers and experts 

alike to work together to curate 

evidence related to some of the most 

pressing health issues of our time.

Make all tasks available through 

Classmate.

Helping to make a difference through 

learning and doing.


