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Zombie trials
built on fabricated or invented data

I o Retracted article that are disseminated in the
Can tha ratrac~tianm natica

literature, contaminating systematic

. ) ] . reviews, corrupting clinical guidelines,
To identify zombie trials, we must

characterize their features using a
ground-truth cohort of retracted
RCTs to prevent their dissemination
and safeguard scientific integrity

and risking patient safety.

manipulation, and plagiarism
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METHODS

From the VITALITY cohort to confirmed retracted zombie trials

Baseline Variables
VITALITY cohort of retracted

ues about

Text_mining:

We screen retraction notices . 'Fabricatio
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CONCLUSION & PERSPECTIVE

236 retracted zombie trials: "Factories" of misconduct — isolated,
monocentric, no registered trials

* Need for a detection tool INSPECT-SR: a tool for assessing trustworthiness of

randomised controlled trials

Jack Wilkinson ', Calvin Heal ', Ella Flemyng ?, Georgios A Antoniou 3 4, Tony Aburrow 2,

Zarko Alfirevic >, Alison Avenell ©, Virginia Barbour 7 Vincenzo Berghella 8 Dorothy V M Bishop 9,

. : dewijk 19, Nicholas J L Brown ', Jana Christopher 2, Mike Clarke '3, Darren Dahly
N X . Esmée M Bor ] , . p . , y .
e t Ste p Jane Dennis '3, Patrick Dicker 1®, Jo Dumville 17, Helen Frankish '8, Andrew Grey 19
Steph Grohmann 2°, Lyle C Gurrin 21, Jill A Hayden 2? 23, James A J Heathers 4, Kylie E Hunter 2°,
* The Use of the INSPECT-SR tool to

lan Hussey 26 Lukas Jung a7, Emily Lam 28 Toby J Lasserson 2 Sarah Lensen 22, Tianjing Li 30,
. . Wentao Li 31, Jianping Liu 32 Elizabeth Loder 3 34, Andreas Lundh 35 36 37,
d EtECt ZO m ble trl a |S Gideon Meyerowitz-Katz 3¢, Ben W Mol 32, Florian Naudet 4° 41, Anna Noel-Storr 2,
y
Neil E O'Connell 42, Lisa Parker 43, Rita F Redberg 44 Barbara K Redman 4%, Rachel Richardson 2,
[ Zomble trlal |mpact On meta-analyS|S Anna Lene Seidler %°, Kyle Sheldrick 47 Emma Sydenham 48 Madelon van Wely 49,

Colby J Vorland 50 Rui Wang 25 Stephanie Weibel 51 Matthias Wijst 52 |isa Bero 3,
Jamie J Kirkham 1

Affiliations + expand
PMID: 40950444 PMCID: PMC12424918 DOI: 10.1101/2025.09.03.25334905 [

THEECOSYSTEM Navigating the future Artificial intelligence 11%EBHC International Conference — l)' ( svit G] MBE
'

and digital transformation Taormina HH

\ : OF EVIDENCE of the ecosystem of evidence  inresearch and healthcare 215t - 24t October 2026 #€EBHC2026 e e EVIDENCE FOR HEALTH



